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Public Statement 


We, Trans Rights Collective, a loose network of youth trans men and trans women 
are putting this public statement up for the second anniversary of a linguistic 
landmark. 17 December this year marks the second anniversary of the declaration 
by Queer Youth Group stating the term ‘pdralaingik’ to be used to refer 
‘transgender’ people in Nepali language. Prior to this, there wasn’t any vocabulary 
in the language to refer transgender people, and since the language is the only 
official language in Nepal till date, a lack of vocabulary in the language had 
adversely impacted the trans population. Many Nepali language media resorted to 
using the term ‘tesrolingi’ which meant ‘third gender’. Due to expansive use of 
such vocabulary, a wrongful narrative that ‘transgender people are third gender’ 
got widespread. 


The concept of ‘transgender’ and the concept of a ‘third gender’ are two different 
things. The United Nations & internationally as well as nationally accepted 
definition of a transgender person is someone whose gender identity (their 
personal & internal sense of gender) differs from what was assigned to them at 
birth. We transgender men (trans men) identify as ‘men’ and we transgender 
women (trans women) identify as ‘women’. When words like ‘tesrolingi’ 1s used 
in Nepali language, its semantics imply ‘a gender that is neither man nor woman’ 
which is incorrect to refer us trans persons, trans men who identify as men and 
trans women who identify as women. 


We've now and again stated that we trans men want to be recognized as men and 
we trans women want to be recognized as women. Therefore, the term 
‘paralaingik’ 1s an essential linguistic establishment for transgender people using 
Nepali language. We oppose all kinds of law, media reports and attempts that force 
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transgender people as ‘third gender’. The Supreme Court of Nepal on multiple 
verdicts have ruled gender identity as a subject of self-determination, and such 
forceful imposition of a ‘third gender’ marker 1s violation of our constitutional 
right as well as Supreme Court’s verdicts. 


Many trans persons in Nepal have experienced this constant misgendering by 
media houses and even when the person themselves have clearly stated how they 
identify as, media houses have violated that by addressing them as ‘third gender’. 
There are no proper legislative measures in place to address this kind of deliberate 
misgendering (when one is referred with a gender identity or gendered language 
they do not identify as). 


As we call for everyone to acknowledge the term ‘pdralaingik’ OReaiSstin) to 


refer transgender people in Nepali language — we, with Queer Youth Group are 
organizing a Twitter Storm on 2020 December 17 to further highlight this issue. 


We are using the hashtag #GetT he WordG Rs ThTh and while we will majorly 
tweet on Twitter, other social media platforms can be used. The event will go 


along whole day, however from 7 pm to 9 pm we will be putting concentrated 
efforts to bring the hashtag trending. 


Hereby, 
TRC Members 
1. Aaron Thapa (He/Him), kavee SZ Ye 
2. Aaayan Thapaliya (He/Him), Palpa. nap 
3. Sagun Thapa (He/Him), Ba nung. BoA 
4. Noor KC (She/Her), Kaski, Ax¢ 
5. Rukshana Kapali (She/Her), Lalitpur. Ar Aa 
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